Committee for Veterans’ Affairs – Committee Charter 
Standing Committee. The Committee for Veterans’ Affairs is a standing committee created by and answerable to the Board of Selectmen.

Membership. The Committee shall be composed of seven voting members and two alternate members. A quorum for purposes of voting shall require a minimum of three members present and voting, and decisions shall require three affirmative votes. Appointments shall be for 3-year terms, with initial appointments staggered such that one expires each year.

Meetings. All meetings of the Committee shall be public meetings, which shall be conducted in conformance with the Maine Freedom of Access Law (Title 1, M.R.S.A. Ch 13) and Robert’s Rules of Order. A notice of the meeting, which may be simply the meeting agenda, shall be posted publicly at least 48 hours in advance of each meeting, and shall be provided to the Town Manager’s office.

Minutes. Minutes shall be taken at each meeting in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order. Approved minutes shall be provided to the Town Clerk for archiving.

Mission. The mission of the Committee is to serve as a point of contact for matters relating to veterans and the military, to develop and maintain a broad perspective on the Town’s approach to and participation in all such matters, to help ensure the Town honors veterans and the military, and to advise the Board of Selectmen accordingly.  The Committee’s responsibilities shall include, but are not limited to:

· Overseeing York’s annual Memorial Day parade, in cooperation with local service organizations, such as the VFW, American Legion and the DAR.
· Coordinating the hosting of visiting military units for which York has been designated the host city.
· Overseeing the periodic inspection of York’s war memorials and making recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for needed repairs or alterations.
· Serving as an intermediary between the town and other local, state and national veterans’ and military organizations.
· Serving as a sounding board for concerned citizens regarding veterans’ and military matters.

Meetings with the Board of Selectmen. The Committee will meet with the Board of Selectmen at least once annually, or more frequently as needed.

Modification of Committee Charter. Any time after its formation, the Committee may propose to the Board of Selectmen any modification of its Charter believed necessary to enhance the ability to achieve its mission. The Board of Selectmen may accept, modify, or reject proposed changes to the Committee Charter.
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